Growth suppression of normal mammary epithelial cells by wild-type p53.
We examined the status of the p53 gene in the HC11 normal mammary epithelial cells. Two mutations were identified: a Cys to Trp change at codon 138 and a microdeletion of codon 123 to 130 resulting from mutation of the splice acceptor site. These two mutations were independent, and no wild-type p53 allele was found. Introduction of wt-p53 strongly inhibited growth in monolayer. Thus, the absence of wt-p53 can be sufficient for the immortalization of mammary cells.